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THE REALITY OF DEATH 
 

 Regardless of the culture in which one lives, 

universally the concept of a human death is not one 

that brings excitement to our minds. There are those 

who try to avoid speaking about death, because to 

them, such a thought is simply too morbid. Others 

refuse to talk concerning death because they are afraid 

discussing it will bring bad luck.  

 Why do humans die? In Romans 5:12, it is written 

that “through one man sin entered the world, and 

death through sin . . .” What caused death to come 

into the world was sin – the sin of Eve and Adam. 

Because of that pair’s violation of God’s will, He cast 

man out of the Garden of Eden, in His own words, 

“lest he put out his hand and take also of the tree of 

life, and eat, and live forever” (Genesis 3:22). Today 

you and I do not have access to the tree of life on 

earth, so we die.  

 In our day, in general, folks are living longer than 

people of recent generations did. Improved medical 

practices, discovered cures for some diseases, 

improved health education, and improved dietary 

choices are some of the factors which have 

contributed to man’s longevity. Yet, despite our 

efforts to maintain our fitness and prolong our exit 

from this world, one day we will die. Death shows no 

partiality, as it comes to the highly educated and less 

educated, to the poor and to the rich, to the ungodly 

and to the godly. Just before his death, King David 

told his son, “I go the way of all the earth” (1 Kings 

2:2), a clear reference to the universality of death.  

 It is an unavoidable truth that “it is appointed for 

men to die once” (Hebrews 9:27). Physical death is 

part of the human experience. Are there no exceptions 

to this rule? In the past, there were two: the prophets 

Enoch and Elijah did not die. When Jesus returns, 

those who still will be alive at that time will not pass 

through physical death, but all will be changed (1 

Corinthians 15:51). 

 Death is a separation. It is a fact that “the body 

without the spirit is dead” (James 2:26), so at death, 

the spirit of a person is separated from (that is, no 

longer in) the physical body. Thus, death is the closing 

chapter of one phase of our existence: the earthly 

stage. However, there is an eternal aspect of our 

being, as each human has a spirit that will never pass 

through death or go out of existence. “Then the dust 

will return to the earth as it was, and the spirit will 

return to God who gave it” (Ecclesiastes 12:7). 

 Some mistakenly assume that their death will 

come “much later.” The young often give no thought 

to death, or if death does enter their mind, they tell 

themselves that they will not have to face such an 

unpleasant matter for many years. The truth is, life is 

like a vapor that appears for a little while then 

vanishes away (James 4:14). “But I should still have a 

lot of good years left.” There is no guarantee of that, is 

there? Hear these sobering words: “Do not boast 

about tomorrow, for you do not know what a day may 

bring forth” (Proverbs 27:1). The undeniable truth is, 

none of us knows how long we will live on the earth. 

Death sometimes comes to the young as well as to the 

healthy, does it not? 

 We understand that on the human side of things, 

once death has transpired, it is good for those who are 

grieving over a person’s passing to have what we call 

“closure.” After Sarah’s demise, Abraham declared a 

desire to “bury my dead out of my sight” (Genesis 

23:4). Many take great care to have their funerals well 

planned. It is a serious folly, though, for a person to 

give more thought in preparing for his funeral/ 

memorial service than he does for his death. Why is 

that? Because after we die, we will face judgment 

(Hebrews 9:27). Being in the right relationship with 

the Lord so we will be ready for judgment is of far 

greater importance than planning in advance for a 

wake or funeral arrangements.  

 Great multitudes of people are terrified by the 

thought of dying. Why is that? For many, it is because 

they are unsure of what lies on the other side of death. 

The Bible teaches that Jesus came to release men from 

the bondage of fearing death (Hebrews 2:14). The 

great news is, by God’s grace Jesus tasted death for 

you, me, and every other sinner (Hebrews 2:9). 

Through Jesus’ death, we can have life! Via the 

physical death of the Redeemer, all can have spiritual 

life! For the saved, death is a passage into a wonderful 

eternity. Praise God for it and pass on the good news! 

-- Roger D. Campbell 



Brief Takeaways from Deuteronomy 25 
 

 What instructions do we see in this chapter?  

 Expectations for civil judges (25:1-3) – When 

judges in the nation of Israel heard cases in civil 

courts, what decisions were they supposed to make? 

They were to “justify the righteous and condemn the 

wicked” (25:1). In harmony with the law, they were to 

find the transgressors “guilty” and the non-

transgressors “innocent.” In all nations, it is the role of 

civil officials to punish evildoers and praise/not 

punish those who live in harmony with civil law (1 

Peter 2:14). Any country is blessed when it has civil 

authorities who deal, judge, and rule fairly.  

 Deuteronomy and the New Testament – First, in 

punishing a person guilty of a crime, forty was the 

maximum number of blows that could be given 

(25:2,3). This reminds us of Paul’s statement that on 

five occasions he was beaten with forty stripes minus 

one (2 Corinthians 11:24). Second, if an Israelite 

husband died without a son, his brother was to marry 

the widow in order to bring forth a son in the other 

brother’s name (25:5,6). This was the background for 

the Sadducees’ question to Jesus about the 

resurrection (Mark 12:18-24). Third, “You shall not 

muzzle an ox while it treads out the grain” (25:4). 

Paul quoted this principle to show that it is right for 

those who labor as gospel preachers (1 Corinthians 

9:9,14) and elders (1 Timothy 5:17,18) to receive 

material compensation for their labors in the Lord.  

 Fair measurements – In a matter of everyday 

dealings with their fellowman, God told the Israelites 

to use “a perfect and just weight” and “a perfect and 

just measure” (25:15). “Dishonest scales are an 

abomination to the LORD, but a just weight is His 

delight” (Proverbs 11:1). Who likes to get ripped off?! 

 Dealing with the Amalekites (25:17-19) – After 

Moses led the Israelites out of Egypt, on their journey 

between the Red Sea and Mount Sinai they were 

attacked by the Amalekites. The attack was totally 

unprovoked, and we learn that they smote the rear part 

of Israel’s ranks when they were tired and weary. No 

retaliatory action was taken at the time, but now, 

almost forty years later, God told Israel to do two 

things. First, “Remember what Amalek did to you” 

(25:17). Second, “. . .you will blot out the 

remembrance of Amalek from under heaven” (25:19). 

When was that action to be taken? After God would 

bring Israel into Canaan and give them rest (25:19). It 

was not until the days of King Saul, which was about 

400 years after the attack by Amalek, that God gave 

the charge to wipe them out (1 Samuel 15). We are 

reminded that God will carry out justice, and He will 

do so when and how He deems it to be best.  
-- Roger D. Campbell 

Brief Takeaways from Deuteronomy 26 
 

 Here is a call for the Israelites to take special action 

after they would enter the land of promise.  

 Firstfruits of the land to Jehovah – God would 

fulfill His promise and bring the Israelites into 

Canaan. After they secured the land, they were to 

bring “some of the first of all the produce of the 

ground” (26:2) to one of the priests, who was to set it 

before the altar of the Lord (26:3,4).  

 When God had seen Israel’s suffering as slaves in 

Egypt, He was moved with compassion to use His 

power to deliver them from bondage and give them 

the bountiful land flowing with milk and honey (26:7-

9). In return, Israel was to respond to God’s kindness 

by being grateful for all that He had done for them. 

And, their kindness was to cause them to bring their 

offering, worship before Jehovah, and rejoice in the 

way that He had blessed them (26:10,11). We, too, 

ought to be thankful for all that the mighty God of 

heaven has done for us, and our gratitude should move 

us to rejoice in Him and worship Him. 

 Third-year tithe (26:13,14) – This was called “the 

year of tithing,” and in that year the tithing (ten per 

cent) was to go for the support of the Levites, 

strangers, fatherless, and widows of the land. In this, 

Israel was not to forget God’s command to show 

special attention to the material needs of those groups 

named.  

 There would have been opportunities for the 

children of Israel to try and get out of giving their 

third-year tithe. They could make excuses and use 

their stored tithes for their personal consumption or 

for “special occasions,” but such would have revealed 

their rebellious spirit and lack of compassion (26:14). 

This thought reminds us that nothing would justify 

our choice not to carry out our Lord’s instructions.  

 High expectations for a special people (26:16-19) – 

God confessed Israel as “His special people” (26:18). 

At the same time, Israel proclaimed that Jehovah was 

their God and that they would obey His voice (26:17). 

Time would tell whether such claims were really true. 

 God “set the bar” high for Israel. If the children of 

Israel were going to call themselves His people, then 

they needed to act like it. What did that entail? Even 

as the Lord set them high above all nations (26:19), 

Israel needed to be ready to obey all of God’s 

commands (26:18), do so with all their heart and soul 

(26:16), and it went without saying that He expected 

them to do it at all times and in all places. Yes, God 

wanted them to be a holy people. Being children of 

God comes with a high calling! If we are the children 

of light, we need to act like it (Ephesians 5:8). 
-- Roger D. Campbell 



PEOPLE’S MOTIVES FOR ASKING QUESTIONS

 In our communication with others, we frequently 

ask questions, and at the same time, we expect others 

to ask questions of us. When we read the Bible’s 

record of Jesus’ earthly life, it is very common to see 

Him asking and being asked questions. We observe 

the same thing in the book of Acts when we read 

about the early disciples teaching the gospel.   

 Just as it was in the first century, today the Lord 

wants His followers to go into all the world and 

preach the gospel to every person (Mark 16:15). The 

Bible says that Christians “ought to be teachers” 

(Hebrews 5:12) and be ready to answer people’s 

inquiries (1 Peter 3:15). The more we attempt to have 

contact with people, and the more we make an effort 

to teach them God’s word, the more questions we will 

be asked. That is just the way it works.  

 But why do people ask questions about spiritual 

matters? What is their motive? From what is recorded 

in the Bible, from our observations of others’ 

discussions, and from our own personal experience in 

communicating the gospel to people, we have learned 

that folks ask questions for a variety of reasons. 

 Sometimes people ask questions out of curiosity. 

They perhaps have heard something about the Bible or 

the Lord’s church and just want to know if what they 

heard is true. When Paul preached in Athens, certain 

philosophers heard his message about Jesus and His 

resurrection. They wanted to hear more about this 

doctrine, not because they thought Paul’s message 

was from the true God of heaven, but it was simply 

interesting to them. They said to Paul, “May we know 

what this new doctrine is of which you speak? For you 

are bringing some strange things to our ears” (Acts 

17:19,20). The Bible says that the Athenians spent 

their time in nothing else, but either to tell or to hear 

some new thing (17:21). Time will tell if a person’s 

curiosity will turn into genuine interest in the truth. 

 Some ask questions in order to criticize God or 

His message. Is that not what Satan was doing when 

he questioned Eve? The serpent asked, “Has God 

indeed said, ‘You shall not eat of every tree of the 

garden?’” (Genesis 3:1). Why did God tell Joshua to 

kill the Canaanites? Why does God allow evil to 

exist? Why is God so strict? Those all are fair 

questions, but often they are asked with such an 

attitude that it is obvious that those who ask them are 

not really searching for the truth, but rather want to 

attack our Creator or His word.  That is blasphemy. 

 A third group of people ask questions in order to 

try and justify themselves. Once when Jesus told a 

man to love the Lord and his neighbor as himself, the 

man asked Jesus a question: “And who is my 

neighbor” (Luke 10:29). What was his motive for 

asking that question? He desired to “justify himself” 

(10:29). Today those who consider themselves as 

good moral people often ask why they need Jesus or 

need to be born again. Why ask such questions? In 

order to justify themselves, that is, to show that they 

are good enough as they are now. 

 Be careful. There are some who ask good 

questions, but rather than have a heart that is seeking 

truth, they simply want to argue. To continue to study 

with such a person is almost always in vain. Jesus 

said, “Give not that which is holy unto the dogs, 

neither cast ye your pearls before swine . . .” 

(Matthew 7:6). The Christ’s idea is that we should not 

continue to use our time in giving the good things of 

the gospel to those who have proven by their attitude 

that they do not intend to receive it. With such people, 

sooner or later we just need to move on and try to find 

a humble person who wants to hear what God says.  

 Yet others ask questions in order to tempt/test us. 

The Bible says that the Pharisees asked Jesus 

questions in order to tempt Him (Matthew 19:3; 

22:15-18). What were they trying to accomplish? 

They were trying to “trip Him up” – cause Him to 

look bad either by doing or saying something that was 

not appropriate. Folks may ask us tricky questions that 

have no connection with the salvation of the soul; they 

simply want to try to get us to say something wrong or 

want to hear us admit that we cannot answer their 

questions. 

 Thank the Lord that there are those people with 

whom we come in contact who sincerely desire to 

know the truth. The questions they ask come from a 

noble and good heart (Luke 8:15), and we should 

always welcome such questions. On the day of 

Pentecost, the Jews who heard Peter’s sermon were 

cut in their heart. Because of that, they asked what to 

do (to be saved, Acts 2:37). The eunuch from Africa 

genuinely wanted to know whether the message of 

Isaiah 53 was about Isaiah himself or someone else, so 

he asked Philip about it. The eunuch’s interest and 

question gave Philip an opportunity to preach Jesus to 

him (Acts 8:31-35).  

 Asking questions is an important part of the 

learning process, so let us not try to avoid people who 

have questions about the Bible. Their questions and 

our biblical responses may cause their heart to turn to 

the Lord for the salvation of their soul. Remember, the 

Lord Jesus said, “Blessed are they which do hunger 

and thirst after righteousness, for they shall be filled” 

(Matthew 5:6). 
-- Roger D. Campbell 



James 1:12 – “THE CROWN OF LIFE” IS WAITING 

 The book of James has numerous instructions 

about practical, daily living as a servant of the Lord. 

James set forth the reality that God’s children will 

face challenges in life, including having to deal with 

outward trials as well as inward temptations.  

 In the midst of such challenges, God’s people 

can feel overwhelmed or become discouraged. One 

statement in this epistle that grabs our attention and 

gives us a strong exhortation to stay committed to 

our Lord is James 1:12. There it is written, “Blessed 

is the man who endures temptation; for when he has 

been approved, he will receive the crown of life 

which the Lord has promised to those who love 

Him” (James 1:12).  

  So, something called “the crown of life” will be 

received by some people. What is that all about, and 

who will receive it? To the church in Smyrna, Jesus 

mentioned that crown as a reward for those who 

remain faithful to Him, though they might face 

severe persecution, even death (Revelation 2:10). 

Paul reminded the saints in Corinth that while the 

ancient Greeks competed in races to win a 

perishable crown, Christians “run” their race in 

order to receive an “imperishable crown” (1 

Corinthians 9:24,25). As Paul later sensed that the 

close of his earthly life was near, he looked forward 

to being given what he called “the crown of 

righteousness” (2 Timothy 4:8). All of these 

promises point to the same crown (not three) – the 

imperishable crown of righteousness/life.  

 Who promised such a wonderful-sounding 

crown? The Lord did (James 1:12). Since “God is 

faithful” (1 Corinthians 1:9) and “cannot lie” (Titus 

1:2), we know that He will “make good” on His 

promise.  

 Who will give the crown, and when will the 

giving occur? In view of the truth that Paul had 

fought the good fight, finished the course, and kept 

the faith, he declared, “Finally, there is laid up for 

me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the 

righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and 

not to me only but also to all who have loved His 

appearing” (2 Timothy 4:8). The giver of the much-

longed-for crown will be none other than the Lord 

Himself. He promised the crown, He set forth the 

stipulations for receiving the crown, and He will be 

the crown-giver. When will that giving/reception 

occur? On that day when He appears to judge all 

people – the day of His final coming, which will be 

“the last day” (John 6:39,40). 

 What does this incomparable crown symbolize? 

We have seen that it will be received after we leave 

this world. The living hope that each faithful child 

of God has is to receive “an inheritance 

incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade 

away, reserved in heaven” (1 Peter 1:3,4). Since our 

hope is to be in heaven, then the crown of life 

symbolizes the eternal life which we will enjoy 

there. The “crown” aspect points to victory and its 

reward. Jesus promised that overcomers will be able 

to eat of the tree of life in the paradise of God 

(Revelation 2:7). This, too, represents eternal life in 

heaven.  

 How does James 1:12 describe the kind of 

person who will receive this crown? It is a person 

who (1) has been tried and approved, (2) has 

endured temptation, and (3) loves the Lord. Every 

disciple of Jesus faces trials and temptations. The 

question is, how will we respond to these? The 

proper response is endurance, perseverance, 

sticking with our commitment to our Savior, not 

wavering in our love for Him! Our Lord does not 

want us to “bail” on Him at the first sight of 

troubles or something unpleasant in life. It is not 

enough to think about God, pray to God, or worship 

God. No, the promised crown is for those who love 

Him. He does not want us to be someone who did 

love Him, but one who continues to adore Him and 

His will with all of our being. In simple language, 

the Master said this about loving Him: “If anyone 

loves Me, he will keep My word, and My Father will 

love him, and We will come to him and make Our 

home with him” (John 14:23).  

 If the world is eaten up with immorality, if we 

personally feel smacked in the face by health or 

financial problems, or if the congregation is 

struggling, do we need to hang in there, remain 

steadfast, and endure all that life throws our way? 

We do, indeed. It will be worth it! The crown of life 

awaits, my friend, and when the righteous Judge 

shall give it, no one will be able to take it away. 

 Let us make living for the Lord our top priority. 

No one who receives the crown of life will have any 

regrets for having endured to the end for His sake. 
-- Roger D. Campbell 
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